
 

Příloha č. 4 
Minutes of the 1st General Assembly of EFCC 
Tuesday 5 June 2007, Euromedlab Amsterdam 

 
Welcome 
M. Hallworth addressed the Assembly (see list of attendees attached). Before starting the agenda, he 
remembered Des Kenny, who passed away several months ago. He was a very eminent member of the EC4 
family who did a lot of valuable work in the ISO/CEN working groups and was a driving force in establishing 
the ISO 15189 standards for accrediting medical laboratories. The audience stood up for his remembrance. 
 
V. Blaton thanked the boards of EC4 and FESCC for their work in the past and addressed the Assembly which 
was organized for officially endorsing the merger of the two former organizations, and for the formal 
establishment of a new European Federation, EFCC, and its statutes and the Board. 
 
Apologies  
P. Schuff-Werner sent his apologies for not being able to be present. 
  
Minutes of previous meetings 
The minutes of the FESCC General Assembly in Glasgow (9 May 2005) and of EC4 in Vilnius (20 May 2006) 
were accepted without comments. 
 
Merger 
V. Blaton explained the start of European activities in Pont-à-Mousson. He described the origin of and the 
differences between the scopes and activities of FESCC and EC4, and he explained the history and background 
of the merger initiatives. He emphasized the importance of and the need for a strong European branch of IFCC 
and the rationale of the merger of EC4 and FESCC. 
The creation of a new organization will offer new challenges and opportunities for the profession in Europe. 
 
M. Hallworth explained the proposed structure of EFCC, including the tasks of the EB and the committees, and 
the relation of EFCC to the National Societies and IFCC. Furthermore he explained the subscription rates and 
initiated voting on it. This was accepted by all national societies, but one.  According to this EFCC’s 
subscription rates will be as follows: 
 
Number of members in Society Fee (Euro) 
<200    150 
200-400    300 
401-800    600 
>800    950 
 
M Hallworth presented EFCC’s proposed annual budget and the statutes with the last amendments received from 
national societies. All changes to the statutes were accepted (see final approved version attached). 
 
 
 
Election of new EFCC board members 
P. Laitinen, as an IFCC board member, was in charge for the election procedure of the first EFCC board 
members. She explained the procedure and took the responsibility of running the elections together with R. 
Jansen, past-president of EC4, and Iris Parth, IFCC secretary. 
  
Of the 37 European countries 5, namely Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, and Russia had no 
representatives at the meeting. The other 32 countries were present and eligible for voting (The signed list of 
representatives is filed in IFCC Office).  
 
Nominations for Board members were formally collected from national societies and the FESCC and EC4 
Boards in advance. For President, President-elect and Treasurer positions there were unopposed nominations. 
The unopposed candidates were confirmed by the audience.  According to this V. Blaton will be President in 
2007-2008 and M. Hallworth in 2008-2009. P. Schuff-Werner was confirmed as Treasurer and AR. Horvath as 
President-elect. 
 



 

For the position of Secretary there were two candidates: B. Gouget (France) and J. van Pelt (The Netherlands). 
The secret ballot gave 21 votes for J. van Pelt and 11 for B. Gouget. So J. van Pelt was appointed. 
 
For the position of two member-at-large positions there were six candidates: P. Mesko Brguljan (Slovenia), Y. 
Laleli (Turkey), M. Pazzagli (Italy), K. Pulkki (Finland), S. Sandberg (Norway) and A. Szutowicz (Poland). 
 
In the first two rounds no candidates received the majority (i.e. 17) of votes, and the candidate with the lowest 
number of votes was eliminated. This concerned Szutowicz in the first round and Laleli in the second. The third 
round was also not decisive as 3 candidates (Mesko Brguljan, Sandberg and Pulkki) had equal number of votes, 
i.e. 6 votes each. On re-voting in the 4th round Sandberg was dropped. The fifth round finally gave 20 votes for 
Pazzagli, 8 for Pulkki and 4 for Mesko Brguljan. So Pazzagli was elected for the first position of members-at-
large. 
 
For the second member-at-large position the procedure started again with the remaining five candidates. In the 
first round Szutowicz was eliminated from the list, in the second Laleli and in the third Mesko Brguljan. In the 
fourth round, out of 31 eligible votes, 18 went for Pulkki and 13 for Sandberg. So K. Pulkki was elected as the 
second member-at-large. 
 
The detailed results of the election rounds are attached. All original voting cards and voting records are archived 
in IFCC Office. 
 
Reports 
After the time consuming elections the meeting proceeded with the EC4 and FESCC annual reports and the 
reports of the Presidents and Treasurers.  
 
The EC4 President, M Hallworth presented EC4’s activities according to its strategic and activity plans: 
He gave a detailed account on the activities of the Board which mainly focused on the preparation of the merger 
process.  
He described the activities of the ISO/CEN and Accreditation WGs, the Register Commission, the EQUAL 
project, and the relations with CEPLIS.  
He informed the audience that the EU Services Directive does not include health care at the moment.  
He also reported on the ongoing discussion with UEMS that recently redefined the Medical Act. This definition 
generated problems in other allied health care professions in some countries. Therefore EC4 had some 
correspondence on this issue via CEPLIS which will take the matter forward at EU level.   
 
W. Huisman gave a summary of the activities of the Accreditation working group. 
M. Neumaier gave an overview of the EUmetaLAB project and its importance and asked the audience for 
support.  
 
R Jansen presented the concept and background to the EC4 initiative of the Common Platform and that the 
European Commission asked for evidence to support the need for such a Platform. He emphasized the need for 
presenting cases where migration of professionals within the EU had been difficult. The EC4 Foundation 
operates a voluntary EC4 Register that will stay under the Foundation for managing the EurClinChem affairs. 
The Register Commission board consists of M. Hallworth (UK), P. Schuff-Werner (Germany), S. Zerah (France) 
and J. McMurray (UK). The Assembly unanimously endorsed this Board which will continue its work within the 
EC4 Foundation with the support of EFCC’s Professional Affairs committee. 
 
M Hallworth presented the EC4 budget report for 2006 on behalf of P Schuff-Werner, EC4 Treasurer. He also 
presented the budget report of the EC4 Foundation and explained that with the merger all proceeds generated by 
the EC4 register will remain in the Foundation accounts that will support the work of the Register Commission. 
 
FESCC President, V. Blaton, presented FESCC’s Annual Report. He described the extensive educational and 
training activities of FESCC, including its inter-university cooperation with Charles University, Prague, the 
FESCC postgraduate courses in Dubrovnik, the annual workshop programs in the Balkan region, and the Euro-
regional Educational Seminars in ccoperation with Maastricht, Liege and Aachen. He referred to the European 
conferences, and FESCC’s role in EUROMEDLAB, co-operation of FESCC with national societies and the 
relationship with the journal CCLM on publication matters. He also presented some upcoming plans and events. 
Finally, K Pulkki presented the Treasurer’s report for FESCC. 
 
The meeting was closed with an overview of the forthcoming EFCC goals and activities.  



 

 
Next meeting: The next meeting and General Assembly will be in Innsbruck in 2009. 
 
Any other business: none 
 
Closure 
In lack of further comments or issues raised by the audience, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
These minutes are accepted as an accurate record of the 1st General Assembly of EFCC. 
 
 

                                     29-August 2007 
----------------------------------------------               ------------------------ 
Victor Blaton, President Hans van Pelt, Secretary         Date 
 
  
 
 
 
Encs: 
1. List of attendees 
2. Approved Statutes of EFCC 
3. Records of results of the EFCC Board Election  
 




